
Purpose of 
UNCG’s 
Gen Ed 
Assessment 
Process

At least 4 reasons for assessing student learning:

1. Evaluate outcomes and results to identify and address areas that 
need improvement;

2. Validate our accomplishments;

3. Be accountable to our constituents;

4. Remain accredited.





Higher 
Education Act 
& Assessment

 Accreditation is linked to financial aid eligibility through the 
Higher Education Act, originally signed in 1965.

 Title IV of the 1965 HEA established a number of postsecondary 
financial assistance programs, including Pell grants and guaranteed 
student loans.  To be eligible, students must attend a college 
accredited by an accreditor recognized by the U.S. DoED.

 The reauthorizations of the HEA in the 1980s required 
institutions to demonstrate they were achieving their missions.  

 The mission of higher ed is largely learning, and so learning 
assessment gained importance. 

 1998 HEA required Title VI regional accreditors to demonstrate 
“success with respect to student achievement in relation to the 
institution’s mission…”

 Following the 1998 HEA, many accreditors rewrote their principles 
and standards to require more direct assessment of student learning 
outcomes.



SACSCOC 
Gen Ed 
Assessment 
Principle
2006-2017

Comprehensive Standard 3.5.1: General Education Competencies

The institution identifies college-level general education 
competencies and the extent to which students have 
attained them. 



SACSCOC 
Gen Ed 
Assessment 
Principle
2018

Requirement 8 – Student Achievement

Student learning and student success are at the core of the mission 
of all institutions of higher learning.  Effective institutions focus on 
the design and improvement of educational experiences to enhance 
student learning and support student learning outcomes for its 
educational programs.  To meet the goals of educational programs, 
an institution provides appropriate academic and student services 
to support student success.

8.2.b – Student Outcomes: General education

 8.2. The institution identifies expected outcomes, assesses the 
extent to which it achieves these outcomes, and provides 
evidence of seeking improvement based on the analysis of the 
results in the areas below:

 b. student learning outcomes for collegiate-level general 
education competencies of its general education programs,…
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